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FLOCKTOWN-KOSSMANN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

WELCOME 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
The Flocktown-Kossmann staff and I want to personally welcome your child to 
Kindergarten.  The first year in school is an exciting opportunity for children to 
grow in their self-esteem, curiosity and independence as they participate in 
developmentally appropriate learning experiences. The Kindergarten program 
provides opportunities for social and emotional development, promotes language 

development, and expands physical and mental growth. 
 
This booklet has been prepared to assist you through a successful transition and 
to help your child make the happiest and best possible adjustment to 
Kindergarten and the many new experiences of school.  We feel that the 
information presented in this booklet can help the home and school become joint 
partners as we work together to enhance your childôs learning and development. 
 
       Sincerely, 
       Nancy Canning, Principal 
       Stephen Melofchik, Assistant Principal 
         And 
        The Kossmann Staff 
  

    



  
 
 
    

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 

The Washington Township School District, a caring, involved 

community, committed to excellence in education, ensures that 

all students are provided with an exciting meani ngful learning 

environment that enables them to become well -rounded, 

lifelong learners, who reach their full potential as responsible 

adults.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

òA Community of Learnersó 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



OBJECTIVES OF KINDERGARTEN 
 

 
 

 

Language Development 
 

 To develop the ability to talk with others 
 To become more expressive and to improve vocabulary 
 To use verbal skills to solve problems 
 To be able to listen to others 
 To exchange ideas and ask questions 
 To become familiar with nursery rhymes, stories and poems 
 To listen to stories and directions and to retell them. 
 To improve ability for simple recall (remembering) and sequence 

(order) 
 
 
Social and Emotional Development 
 

 To develop a positive self-image 
 To follow directions willingly 
 To begin to develop responsibility 
 To increase self-reliance 
 To develop self-control 
 To enhance curiosity 
 To explore new concepts and ideas 
 To become both a leader and a follower 
 To share belongings and experiences 
 To respect othersô rights, to wait for turns 
 To participate as part of a group 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



READINESS 
 
 

Readiness skills are skills needed before formal instruction begins.  These 
skills include:  (1) perceptual and auditory skills (visually seeing differences 
in objects or letters, and listening to and hearing differences in sounds); 
(2) motor skills (through general physical coordination or fine eye-hand 
coordination);  (3) language skills (through organizing thoughts and relating 
to others);  (4) listening skills (giving attention and following directions);   
(5) number knowledge (understanding size differences, names of numbers, 
etc.); and  (6) showing a desire to read (enjoying readiness activities). 
 
 

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 
 
 

1. Music activities encourage children to: 
 

 appreciate and enjoy music 
 release emotions through rhythmic activities 
 develop self-expression 
 become aware of the basic vocabulary and concepts of music 

 
 

2. Physical Education activities encourage children to: 
 

 enjoy and appreciate group games 
 develop muscular strength and endurance 
 release emotions by controlled physical means 
 develop a sense of fair play and individual group responsibilities 

 
 

3. Art activities encourage children to: 
 

 develop a great awareness of the beauty of their surroundings 
 develop self-expression 
 explore and experiment with different art materials  
 release emotions 
 strengthen eye-hand coordination 

 
 
 



 
 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN SCREENINGS 
 
 

During the summer, all children will be scheduled for pre-kindergarten 
assessments, which are conducted at Kossmann School.  At the time of 
kindergarten registration, you will be asked to set up appointments for the 
following screenings: 
 
 
Vision and Hearing 
 
A screening is conducted during the summer to assess each childôs visual 
and auditory acuity.  During the year, the nurse conducts periodic vision 
and hearing assessments.  Our nurse will contact you if further testing 
should be done. 
 
 
Assessment of School Readiness 
 
A developmental screening will be administered to all children prior to 
entrance into kindergarten.  The results of this assessment will assist the 
teacher in meeting the individual needs of the student.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
HOME-SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 
 

There are scheduled parent/teacher conferences in the Fall and Spring of 
the year.  Kindergarten reports cards are sent home in February, April  and 
June.   
 
For the protection of our children, we must know all persons who are in the 
school building at all times.  Therefore, parents and visitors must always 
report to the office. 
 
Throughout the year there will be many opportunities for you to attend 
meetings, parent/teacher conferences, visit the school, and talk to your 
childôs teacher.  The school provides regular progress reports for all 
children.  If you have any questions or special concerns, please call the 
school to make an appointment. 
 
Unexpected changes in a childôs daily routine can be very upsetting.  
Please be sure to plan ahead and notify the teacher by letter or phone of 
any changes in routine that are absolutely necessary. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Reporting School Progress 
 
Report cards are issued four times a year for grades one and two 
(November, January, April and June) and three times  a year for 
Kindergarten (February, April  and June). Parent conferences are held 
during November for first and second grade students. Kindergarten parents  
have conferences during November and April. Parents are requested to 
make every effort to attend the parent conference in order to meet their 
childôs teacher(s) and become acquainted with their childôs learning 
experiences. Parents and teachers can best help the child by working 
together. When report cards are sent home, parents are required to sign 
the envelope and return it. Parents can make arrangements for 
conferences anytime during the school year by contacting the teacher to 
schedule an appointment. 
           

          
 
 

Intervention & Referral Services 
 
Teachers may seek assistance from the Intervention & Referral Services 
Committee (I&RS) for children with social, academic or emotional needs. In 
Kossmann, the  I&RS Committee is made up of the Principal, the Literacy 
Instructor and the School Counselor.  At a scheduled meeting, the 
classroom teacher and  the committee work together to explore alternate 
methods of instruction for the child and make recommendations for student 
growth and development. 
 


