
FLOCKTOWN-KOSSMANN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

WELCOME TO GRADES 1 & 2 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
 
Welcome to Flocktown-Kossmann Elementary School. Throughout the 
school year, your child will be actively involved in a variety of learning 
activities designed to meet individual needs and interests.  The Flocktown-
Kossmann staff and I are committed to a strong home-school connection 
that promotes mutual respect and open communication.  We invite you to 
join our PTA, participate in school functions, and volunteer to help in 
classrooms. 
 
Please take the time to review this handbook.  It will help you and your 
child become familiar with school procedures and district policies.  Thank 
you for your cooperation and trust in our ability to personalize your childôs 
education. 
 
We look forward to an exciting school year! 
 
      

    Sincerely, 
      Nancy Canning, Principal 
      Stephen Melofchik, Assistant Principal 
         and 
           The Kossmann Staff 
 

                     



 

Philosophy 
 

The goal of the Flocktown-Kossmann Elementary School is to develop a 
ñcommunity of learnersò.  Our educational program is based on the premise 
that each child is a unique and important individual.  Therefore, curriculum 
and instruction provide a variety of contents and experiences to help each 
child reach his/her potential.  The enjoyment of learning is of utmost 
importance. 
 
The core academic program includes reading, writing, mathematics, social 
studies and science.  In addition, special classes in physical 
education/health, art, music, library skills and Spanish are offered.  After-
school activities such as Brownies, Cub Scouts, dance and gymnastics are 
conducted by community organizations. 
 
The K-2 instructional programs are developmentally appropriate.  Both 
content and strategies for all areas of the curriculum are based on the best 
current educational research and practice.  Our staff development program 
helps teachers to deliver quality educational programs.  Monitoring of 
student progress includes various performance assessments as well as 
teacher observation. 
 
Meaning-centered and thematic activities are the core of most instruction.  
Reading, writing, listening and speaking skills are taught using a balanced 
literacy approach, including literature-based reading and process writing.  
Mathematics, science and social studies instruction emphasize ñhands-onò 
activities and projects. 
 
             
  

 



 
General Information 

 
 

School Organization 
 
Kossmann School houses grades K-2.  Grades 3, 4 and 5 are continued at 
Flocktown Road School.  Students are organized  into 3 AM and 2 PM 

Kindergarten classes, 4 self-contained first and 5 self-contained second 
grade classes.  Each class will have approximately 20 ï 24 students. 
 
In addition to the teachers at each grade level, the school also offers a 
number of specialized programs.  All staff members at Kossmann School 
are available for conferences at parental request. 
 
 

School Day 
 
The school day for students begins at 7:45 AM and ends at 2:05 PM.  
Students should not arrive earlier than 7:40 AM nor later than 7:45 AM. 
(There is no adult supervision available for children prior to 7:40 AM).   
Students should be picked up at 1:55 PM if they are not going home on the 
bus.  It is important that we receive written notification of this request 
in advance. 
 
 
 

Transfer Policy 
 
Transferring In 
 

Children entering grades from other schools must present a transfer card 
from their former school along with proof of required immunizations.  
Children who move to our area during the summer should be registered 
before the opening of school in September.  The school offices are open all 
summer.  Call the school for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 



Transferring Out 
 
Arrangements should be made in advance when a child will be transferring 
to another school.  At least one weekôs notice is necessary to allow for 
gathering records and completing pupil transfer information. 
 
Parents may call the school or send the needed information in a note.  The 
information should include the new address, name and address of the 
school (if known) and the date of departure. 
 
Parents of students transferring to another school during the summer 
should obtain transfer cards before moving.  School offices are open all 
summer.  Call for more information. 
 
 

Attendance 

 
Regular attendance is essential for a childôs academic success.  According 
to New Jersey School Law, personal illness, death in the immediate family, 
and religious holidays are the only legal excuses for school absence. 
 
If your child will be absent from school for any reason, please contact 
Kossmann School at (908) 850-1010 and press 1 to leave a message.  
State your childôs name, grade, teacher, and the reason for absence.  The 
line is open 24 hours a day, but we would appreciate a call by 8:00 AM. 
 
 

Tardiness 
 
Punctuality allows our students to gain the maximum amount of 
instructional time. 
 

When a student is late for school, he or she must report directly to the 
office to obtain a late pass.  A note should be presented indicating the 
reason for the lateness.  Excessive tardiness will be dealt with on an 
individual basis. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Dress Code 
 
We encourage all students to behave and dress in a way which is in good 
taste and in a style appropriate for school.  All dress should be clean, safe, 
and modest and, in general, should not be distracting to others.  For those 
special functions, such as field days, field trips, parties, etc., students are to 
conform to the type of dress deemed appropriate for the event. 
 
 

Personal Possessions 
 
We strongly discourage children from bringing valuable items, extra money, 
toys, and related items of value to school.  We cannot accept responsibility 
for lost/stolen money or valuables. 
 
We recommend that all articles of clothing (i.e. hats, boots, umbrellas, and 
lunch boxes) be labeled with your childôs name.  Many unclaimed articles 
are left in school each year because they are unmarked.  Each school 
keeps a lost and found box and you may make inquiries for lost items. 
 
 

Telephoning the School 
 
Occasionally, it may be necessary for you to relay a message to your child 
or his/her teacher.  Requests of this nature may be sent to school with 
your child or you may leave a message on the teachers voice mail.  
We ask that you please use good judgment in the type and frequency 
of telephone messages.  Unless it is an emergency, speaking directly to 
your child or the teacher during instructional time in the school day is 
discouraged.  The classroom teachers are available to return phone calls 
during non-instructional time. 

 
 



 
School Visitation Regulations 
 
For security reasons, all visitors are required to report to the school office 
upon entering the school.  You are especially reminded that going directly 
to your childôs classroom, without preliminary arrangements, serves to 
disrupt the classroom instruction.  If it is necessary to bring clothing, 
lunches, etc., to the school for your child, those items should be left in the 
school office.  Noting the childôs name on the articles is most helpful and 
appreciated. 
 
 

PTA Meetings 
 
A joint PTA serves the K-5 population of Flocktown-Kossmann Elementary 
School.  All functions of the organization are listed on the district newsletter 
which is sent home with the children on a monthly basis.  The PTA extends 
a welcome to everyone to attend their monthly meetings. 
 
 
 

     
 

 


